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Why do we need a Circular 
Economy?

Global use of materials is accelerating. It has more than 
tripled since 1970 and could double again by 2050 without 
action.

Global population is projected to reach 9 billion by 2050 
and size of the “global middle class” from 1.8 billion in 2009 
to exp. 3.2 billion by 2020 and 4.9 billion by 2030 

Our need for mobility represents a considerable resource 
footprint: the materials to build transport technologies and 
vehicles like cars, trains and airplanes and the consumption 
of fossil fuels burned to power them



What is it a circular economy? 

Transition 
towards a 
Circular 

Economy

Maintaining the value of products, 
materials and resources in the  

economy for as long as possible

Minimising waste generation

Boosting our competitiveness with 
new business opportunities and 
innovative products and services

Bringing economic, social and 
environmental gains



4+1 key areas
5 priority sectors

54 actions 

1st Circular Economy Action Plan 



Improving the environmental
footprint of the transport system 

Reduce GHG emissions:
• optimize vehicle loading and trips length
• avoid empty return journeys
• reduce the weight and volume of packaging

Decouple growth from resources: 
• from product to a service 
• pooling, sharing and intelligent logistics systems
• railway station resource sharing platforms

Keep resources for longer: 
• design for disassembly
• predictive maintenance 
• take back and remanufacture 
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“I will propose a European Green Deal in 
my first 100 days in office”

Ms. Ursula von der Leyen
President-elect European Commission

Priorities of the new 
European Commission

2019-2024

“I will propose a New Circular 
Economy Action Plan, focusing on 

sustainable resource use, especially 
in resource-intensive and high 

impact sectors such as textiles and 
construction”



Learn more about the circular 
economy

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-
economy/index_en.htm 



Thank you 


