
  

FERRMED vitality and dynamism 
 
Since August 2004,  
• More than 80 private and 

semi-private companies and 
associations have joined FERR-
MED 

• FERRMED has taken part in 25 
events of European magnitude 

• 50 meetings with regional, 
national and European institu-
tions were organized 

• More than 500 presentations 
in the companies and associa-
tions of private or semi-private 
character 
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F E R R M E D  O B J E C T I V E S   

• To develop the railway infrastructures in FERRMED Great Axis 
• To obtain the declaration of “priority axis” by the European Commission for all the main 

branches of FERRMED  Great Axis 
• To improve the management/operational procedures and stimulate free competition all over EU 
• To promote new “utilization” procedures in order to optimize  railway transport and the com-

bined/intermodal freight transportation using the railway  
• To improve the competitiveness of the EU through implementation of the R+D+4i’ management 

principles in the European rail freight network,  as integral part of the global chain of added 
value 

• Implementation of the FERRMED standards in main branches of the great rail freight axes 
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FERRMED has got through two years of intensive activity and 
achievements. 

FERRMED main target is to act in the global chain of added 
value, in particular in railway and multimodal  transport in 
order to increase the competitiveness of the European Union 
economy. 

FERRMED, as the single multisectorial association all over 
Europe, created for the rail and multimodal freight transpor-
tation improvement, is pushing forward the concepts of 
“Great Axis” and “FERRMED Standards”, and also the promo-
tion of free competition all over the European Union. In par-
ticular we are interested in the improvement of railway infra-
structures, new operational systems and in obtaining the 
declaration of “priority axes” from the European Commission 
for all the main rail branches in the FERRMED Great Axis area 
of influence (“Red Banana”). 

This huge area covers 54% of the EU Population and 66% of 
GDP. In addition the Great Axis has a close relation with 60 
million inhabitants in North Africa. 

LLINKINGINKING  HARBOURSHARBOURS  ANDAND  PROMOTINGPROMOTING  AA  SUSTAINABLESUSTAINABLE  RAILRAIL  FREIGHTFREIGHT  NETWORKNETWORK!!  

FERRMED Great Axis is a key Strategic Axis 
for the European Union. It interconnects 
the most important sea and inland ports 
as well as the main East-West Axes of the 
E.U. 

In two years we have reached a member-
ship of more than 80 members  located in 
8 different countries: Belgium, France, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Luxemburg, 
Spain, Switzerland and the United King-
dom. But we still continue to grow at a 
steady pace. Our aim is to become not 
only a powerful lobby but also a forum for 
exchange of new ideas in order to optimize 
the global chain of added value, and to 
open new ways of business and coopera-
tion. 

During this period of time several contacts 
with European Community, national, re-
gional and local governments, infrastruc-
ture managers and with hundreds of com-
panies and institutions, have been estab-
lished. 

One Demonstrative Study to prove the 
importance of FERRMED Great Axis has 
been made. Several working groups, jointly 
with and Advisory Council were consti-
tuted. 

In next years the contacts with all kind of 
companies and institutions will continue in 
order to expand the FERRMED philosophy 
and to incorporate new members. 
Among several other issues, a FERRMED 
Conference will take place. Last but not 
least, a powerful FERRMED Forum will be 
placed online. 

On the other hand, FERRMED is looking for 
carrying out an important Technical, Socio-
economic and Offer/Demand Study, re-
garding rail and multimodal transportation 
and competitiveness improvements in the 
area covered by FERRMED Great Axis. 
 

The association membership is open to all 
companies, entities and institutions inter-
ested in the improvement of infrastruc-
tures on this Great Axis and in the active 
participation in the pursuit of the FERR-
MED objectives all over the E.U. 
In the different chapters of this 
“FERRMED NEWS” a concise summary 
of the kind of activities and new con-
cepts developed can been read. 
 

For all who are interested in additional infor-
mation we are at your disposal from the 
General Secretariat. 

FERRMEDFERRMED——MMULTISECTORIALULTISECTORIAL E EUROPEANUROPEAN A ASSOCIATIONSSOCIATION  ——    THETHE  VOICEVOICE  OFOF  THETHE  MARKETMARKET  



FERRMED standards: 

• Reticular and polycentric net-
work with a great socio-
economic and intermodal im-
pact 

• In the main branches of the 
great axes: 

 

- electrified (preferentially 25.000 
volts), conventional lines with dou-
ble track, giving priority or exclu-
siveness to freight traffic suitable 
for trains with per axle load of 
22,5÷25 tons. 
 

- high performance parallel lines 
available for exclusive or preferen-
tial use of passenger transportation 
and light fast moving freight con-
nected with main airport network 
 

• Unified management and moni-
toring system by great axis 

• Width of tracks: UIC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• ERTMS system with ‘two ways working’ along the 

tracks 
• UIC C gauge 
• Trains length reaching 1.500 m and weight 3600-

5000 tons 
• Max. slopes 0,012 and limitation of the length of the 

ramps 
• Availability of a network of intermodal, polyvalent and 

flexible terminals with high level of performance 
• Usable length of sidings and terminals for 1.500m long 

trains 
 

Management model: 

•  Availability of capacity and traffic 
schedules for freight transporta-
tion 24 hours a day 

• Transport system management 
shared with other rail operators 
(free competition) 

• Harmonization of the administra-
tive formalities and the social 
legislation 

• Advantageous fees for the use of 
infrastructures 

• Management philosophy based 
on the “R+D+4i” principles in the 
global chain of added value. 

statements and counter propos-
als regarding national transport 
projects 

• Has been consulted on regular 
basis by the transport authori-
ties or infrastructures managers 
on the issues of freight railway 
development and moderniza-
tion of the infrastructure. 

• Carried out the Demonstrative 
Study to demonstrate the ade-
quacy and the importance of 
central and south parts of main 

On the behalf of its Members, 
FERRMED acts in order to pro-
mote and to defend the inter-
ests of the companies at local, 
regional, national and Euro-
pean level. To this purpose, the 
Association : 

• Participated in several pub-
lic consultations launched 
by the European Commis-
sion, national governments 
or regional authorities 

• Elaborated and submitted 

trunk of the FERRMED 
Great Axis. 

 
Nowadays, FERRMED is 
preparing the realization of 
the Technical, Socio-
economic and Offer/
Demand Study which will 
cover the influenced area 
of the FERRMED Great Axis. 
With this objective, it has 
already applied for the sub-
vention of the European 
Commission. 
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F E R R M E D  -  P O W E R F U L  E U R O P E A N  L O B B Y  
T H E  F E R R M E D  P O W E R  I S  I N  I T S  M E M B E R S  

FERRMED has not become only a 
powerful « lobby » but also a meet-
ing point which allows to all compa-
nies to exchange their ideas and 
know-how in order to optimize the 
global chain of added value. 
As a discussion forum, it opens new 
possibilities of business activity and 
cooperation for its members. 
Thus, they can meet on regular 
basis at numerous events and in-
ternal and public meetings organ-
ized by the Association. 

To this purpose, the Association 
General Assembly has con-
vened 7 times (Brussels, Barce-
lona, Montpelier, Luxembourg, 
Tarragona, Alicante and Castel-
lon). The Steering Committee, 
the other association body, has 
hold 11 meetings, namely in 
Algeciras, Almeria, Barcelona 
(2), Brussels, Cartagena, Duis-
burg,  Liège,  Lyon, Nancy and  
Valencia. Moreover, its working 
groups met 17 times. The last 
one in Paris. 

Furthermore, various 
public presentations at 
regional level have taken 
place also. Their main 
objective is to analyze 
and study the concerns, 
problems and plans re-
lated to the  region in-
volved and discuss those 
issues with the infra-
structure managers, 
transport operators as 
well as administrative 
and entrepreneurial au-
thorities. 

Comments to the Policy of 
Transport planned in the “Vallé du 

Rhône et Arc Languedocien” at 
“Comité National du Débat publique 

(CNDP)”. 

The CNDP has admitted the 
considerations of FERRMED and 

published them in “Les cahier 
d’acteurs n°13” 

Proposed Transeuropean  
Main Branches of Great Rail Freight Axes 

Consultation on the progressive 
implementation of a rail-freight 

oriented network. 
The European Commission  

RETICULAR AND POLYCENTRIC NETWORK OF 
HIGH SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND INTERMODAL INCIDENCE  

M A N A G E M E N T  
M O D E L  

Considerations to the “High Level 
Group” report  about the “Extension 
of the major trans-European trans-
port axes to the neighbouring coun-

tries and regions.” 

To see FERRMED considerations, 
please consult www.ferrmed.com 

Considerations to PEIT (Plan 
Español de Infraestructuras de 

Transporte) 

Considerations to PITC (Pla d’In-
frastructures del Transport de 

Catalunya) 

Main concepts of “R+D+4i”  
management philosophy 

Research 
Development 

Innovation 
Identity 

Incidence 
Infrastructure 

 

For more info: please consult General Secretary  



F E R R M E D   N E W S  

We can especially point out the following companies as the most remarkable: 
 

The Netherlands: Railion, Rail Service Center,  European Rail Shuttle, MAERSK, Port of 
Amsterdam, Port of Rotterdam, Port of Groningen, Trimodal Europe BV 
Luxembourg : ARCELOR International, LORRY-RAIL S.A.  
Belgium: ARCELOR, Club Liègeois des Exportateurs, Ewals Cargo Care, FINNLINES, 
SOLVAY, Sodiplan, Volvo Logistics, Boeckmans, B-Cargo, ABX Logistics, DLC, Idelux, 
Eurorail International, FEB, Inter Ferry Boat, SNCB, Representation in Brussels of the 
CCI Piemonte, Representation in Brussels of the CCI Liguria, IDEA, ERFCP, Port of 
Genk, TCT,  
France: Port of Marseille, CCI Marseille, CMA-CGM Marseille, GNTC, Novatrans, CCI 
Lille, Rail Link, Port of Strasbourg;  
Germany: Port of Karlsruhe, Rail4Chem, Chemion, Bremen Ports 
Switzerland: Bombardier, ABB, HUPAC 
Italy: Confindustria Lombardia, Confindustria Liguria, Confindustria Piemonte 
Spain: General Motors, MAERSK, Port of Malaga, Port of Motril, Port of Castellon, Col 
legi d’Economistes de Catalunya, Chambre of Commerce of Reus, Cercle d’Economia, 
Chamber of Comerce of Cartagena, Einnova 
 

Public presentations and  
Workshops. 

• International  Logistics & 
Material Handling Exhibition 
(Barcelona 23-27.05.2006) 

• Workshops in Malaga, 
Motril, Castellon 

• DIALEG-Spanish-french 
Association (03.05.2006) 

• Public presentation in 
Centre de Estudis-Puigcerdà 
(04.08.2006) 

• Public Presentation in 
NANCY (27.09.06) 

• Preliminary FERRMED 
Conference (24.05.06) 
organized jontly by 
FERROCARRILS DE LA 
GENERALITAT DE 

SIL 
Barcelona: 
23-27.05.2006 
International 
Logistic 
exhibition 
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M E E T I N G  W I T H  I N S T I T U T I O N S  

M E E T I N G  W I T H  C O M P A N I E S  A N D  A S S O C I A T I O N S  

P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I N  T H E  R E G I O N A L  O R  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  E V E N T S  

Specific issues were discussed 
within the European Railway 
Agency in Valenciennes (FR) as well 
as with the representative of the 
ERTMS users group in Brussels. 
 

RFF  
Finally, on 29 June; FERRMED work-
ing group related to the technical 
matters met the representatives of 
the RFF (Réseau férré de France), 
French infrastructure managers to 
analyze their plans concerning the 
infrastructures in the main trunk of 
the Great Axis and the connection 
with TRANSALPINE. 

 

In order to present and to pro-
mote the FERRMED project, the 
Association meets the regional, 
national and European authori-
ties on regular basis. 
 

European Parliament. 
General Secretary of FERRMED, Mr. 
Amoros had the occasion to hold 
discussions with the members of 
the European  

 
Parliament in charge of the trans-
port issues, namely Mr. EL KHAD-
RAOUI, Mr. MORSELLI and Mrs. 
AYALA SENDER. 
 

In last four months, 10 new members have joint FERRMED, more than 60 other companies and organisa-
tions have been visited. 

Mr. BARROT , Vice-president of 
the European Commission and 
Commissioner for transports with 
Mr. CAMOS, Director of the EC 
Representation in Barcelona and 
Mr.AMORÓS, General Secretary of 
FERRMED in the framework of SIL 
in Barcelona (Spain) on 24 May 
2006. 

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES MAY-SEPTEMBER 2006 

VDV Karlsruhe (DE): 5-6.09.2006 
1st VDV Country 
Congress,  
Rail Freight 
Transport in 
France and Spain 

 



The complete list of  FERRMED Members and the Members of FERRMED bodies can be consulted at www.ferrmed.com 

WELCOME 
ADVISORY COUNCIL: 

MR.J.D.BUENDIA (ES); MR.J.CHARLIER (BE); MR.R.CLARACO (FR); MR.E.PEETERMANS (BE);  
MR.J.SIEGMANN (DE); MR.G.TROCHE (SE) 

 

BOARD: 
AUTORIDAD PORTUARIA DE CARTAGENA (REPR. BY MR.A.MARTINEZ); PORT AUTONOME DE MARSEILLE (REPR. BY MRS.CH.HELMAN; 

VOOSLOH ESPANA, S.A. (REPR. BY MR.J.CAPILLA) 
 

VICEPRESIDENTS: 
MR.BERTRAND BOUIS (VICEPRESIDENT OF FERRMED FOR FRANCE);  
MR.ERICH STAAKE (VICEPRESIDENT OF FERRMED FOR GERMANY) 

 

MEMBERS: 

For the next 3 months an intensive agenda has been prepared, however still pending of 
other meetings and events to be appointed.  

As example, we can nowadays mention the following: 
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Meeting with companies and asso-
ciations. 

Italy: Meeting with Confindus-

tria Lombardia   was held at the 
beginning of October. 

Sweden: The program for the 
meetings with Swedish companies 
and associations is being prepared 
for the week of 16th to 20th Octo-
ber. 

BE and NL: Several meetings are 
planned, mainly with Ports of Rot-
terdam, Amsterdam and of Ant-
werp. 

France: Among others, several 
meetings with companies and the 
Chambers of Commerce in the 
North of France have been already 
organized. 

Visit: 
4.10.2006 TP FERRO: one-day 
technical visit of the works site of the 
border trunk of the fast speed/mixed 
line between Figueres and Perpignan. 

Internal events: 
Board meetings :  25.10 (Brussels); 
16.11 (Marseille) 
General Assembly: 14.12 (Murcia) 
 
Participation in the external events: 

IBS - 10th Anniversary , Berlin 
(DE) conference and celebration:  

12-13.10.2006 
Salon de transport, Marche en 
Famenne (BE): 23.10.2006 
EIA event, Brussels (BE): 
9.11.2006 
International Rail Forum 

Madrid (ES) : 14 -16.11.2006 
 
 

Public sector. 
1. Decision on the awarding the 

subvention of the EC (October 
2006) 

2. Preparation of a meeting with 
ADIF 

3. Preparation of a meeting with 
INFRABEL 

4. Signature of the Joint Declara-
tion 

To see the text, please consult: 
http://www.ferrmed.com/fr/cont

ent/view/41/60/ 
 

Public presentation:  
STOCKHOLM, Royal Institute 
of Technology: 18.10.2006 
MARSEILLE: 16.11.2006 
MURCIA: 14.12.2006 
 

F E R R M E D   N E W S  

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2006 

• MANGO (ES) 
• PORT OF MARSEILLE (FR) 
• TRIMODAL EUROPE B.V. (NL) 
• NOVATRANS S.A. (FR) 
• CAMARA DE COMERCIO, INDUSTRIA Y NAVIGACION DE CASTELLON (ES) 

• PROMALAGA (ES) 
• HUPAC (SWITZERLAND) 
• IBS (DE) 
• KUEHNE & NAGEL  (DE) 
• TRADISA (ES) 
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What is your relation to the freight 
railway transportation? And what 
are your responsibilities related to 

this sector? 

As part of my work as Scientific Re-
searcher at the Railway Group of the 
Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) in 
Stockholm Rail freight is one of my main 
research areas. An important starting 
point of our research is to use scientific 
methods to find ways to make the railway 
more attractive for transport customers 
and to enable train operators to improve 
their profitability, both key factors to se-
cure the long-term survival and success of 
the railways on the transport market. I am 
especially interested in production systems 
for rail freight, may it be for Wagonload 
services, Combined Traffic or Unit Trains. 
I try to identify suitable measures to im-
prove their efficiency and to adapt them 
better to today’s and tomorrow’s logistical 
needs on the transport market. As part of 
my research I have developed a transport 
cost model to be able to evaluate technical 
and operational changes in the rail freight 
system and calculate their impact on trans-
port costs in individual freight flows. 
Beside this I am working as railway and 
logistics consultant and have led projects 
in Sweden as well as Continental Europe. 
In one project the task was to develop a 
new transport solution for a freight flow 
to transfer it from road to rail, another 
project was a network strategy for new 
small-scale low-cost liner-train terminals 
in a European country. 

 

How did you know FERRMED? 

Thanks to a large network of contacts I 
heard the first time about FERRMED 
soon after the organization was founded. I 
have followed the work of FERRMED 
closely and realized that much of it had 
relation to the research we do at the Rail-
way Group at KTH. 
  

What do you think the added value of 
FERRMED is for the Swedish  

companies?    

Sweden is geographically a peripheral 
country in Europe and as such dependent 
on good transport connections with Con-
tinental Europe. For countries in Central 
Europe good transport connections with 
Sweden and Scandinavia may be impor-
tant, for Sweden they are vital. FERR-
MED gives Swedish companies the op-
portunity to “get heard” more in Central 
Europe, especially among political deci-

sion-makers in charge of national trans-
port planning. As I pointed out above, 
measures are being implemented in Swe-
den to improve the efficiency of rail 
freight, however, when it comes to inter-
national rail freight, much remains to be 
done. Bottlenecks and varying – and in 
some sections inadequate – technical stan-
dards make that the potential of the fixed 
links between Sweden and Continental 
Europe cannot be fully utilized. The route 
between the marshalling yards Hallsberg 
and Maschen(Hamburg) would probably 
be a perfect candidate to run long trains 
of 1.200m or 1.500m in efficient long-
hauls – roughly 1000 km! – if only the 
technical conditions would be right. Here 
maybe changes are possible already in a 
medium-term perspective, and FERR-
MED certainly presents a good platform 
to promote such plans. 
The next big step in the development of 
the transport infrastructure between Scan-
dinavia and the Continent will be a fixed 
link over the Fehmarnbelt. For the railway 
this also means that long sections of ac-
cess lines from and to the link itself need 
an upgrade – today they are largely single-
track and not electrified. This offers an 
unique opportunity to create a modern, 
highly efficient and high-capacity rail 
freight link. However, to achieve this it is 
necessary that Swedish companies send 
clear signals to decision-makers, both in 
Sweden and other countries, which re-
quirements they have on this vital link for 
Swedish industry. Otherwise there is a 
high risk that the line – at least when it 
comes to freight – will be built to very 
conservative standards, which would limit 
the possibilities to establish efficient rail 
freight services from and to Sweden for a 
long time. 
These are only two examples, where 
FERRMED could serve as a platform for 
Swedish companies to present their view. 
 The FERRMED project can offer a valu-
able contribution to achieve this. 

 

You are the member of Advisory Board of 
FERRMED, which offers you the opportu-
nity to participate, by giving your expertise 

and advice, at the studies carried out by 
FERRMED in the field of freight railway 
transportation. Could you explain us your 
motivation to integrate this body? What 

does it mean for you? 

I realized that the goals of FERRMED 
and not least the means by which it in-
tends to achieve them are well in line with 
the findings of our research. An example 

is FERRMED’s ambition to create condi-
tions for the railways to better utilize 
economies of scale, for example by run-
ning longer trains. 
Especially in rail freight it is important 
that improvements happen on a European 
scale. In our research we have always tried 
to apply an international perspective. In 
Sweden we already have some programs 
going on to create more generous condi-
tions for rail freight, as increasing axle-
loads to 25 tons (maybe more) and widen-
ing the loading gauge to 3,6 m with a rec-
tangular profile on a number of key 
routes. However, the full benefit of these 
and other improvements can first be 
achieved when they are carried out on a 
European level. Here FERRMED can 
play an important role. To develop inter-
national rail freight one has to think in 
trans-European corridors rather than na-
tional networks. To be successful it im-
portant that these corridors get upgraded 
to standards, which represent more than 
the smallest common denominator of the 
national Infrastructure Managers involved 
in the corridor. Last, but not least, it is 
also important to create efficient and well-
located access points along the corridor, 
where cargo can enter and leave the rail-
way system. These can be intermodal ter-
minals and port terminals as well as new 
small-scale low-cost terminals for liner-
trains, but also often neglected transfer 
facilities for wagonload trains and indus-
trial sidings. I see, that FERRMED is also 
addressing this aspect. 
The “FERRMED-corridor” covers some 
of the most important industrial regions in 
Europe and several big ports with consid-
erable hinterland-traffic. Large parts of 
international rail freight from and to Swe-
den would benefit from this corridor. 
Thus, to realize this corridor would cer-
tainly be highly desirable even from a 
Swedish point of view. 
To join the Advisory Board of FERR-
MED gives me an opportunity to share 
KTH’s experience and research results 
from Sweden with FERRMED’s mem-
bers.  

Gerhard Troche 
Scientific Researcher 

Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) 
Div. for Transportation & Logistics 

- Railway Group - 
Teknikringen 72 

SE - 100 44 Stockholm / Sweden 
 

Phone +46 (0)8 790 80 09 
Fax +46 (0)8 21 28 99 

E-mail  gerhard@infra.kth.se 

F E R R M E D   N E W S  

IINTERVIEWNTERVIEW. . MMRR. G. GERHARDERHARD TROCHE, TROCHE,  
Scientific Researcher, Royal Institute of Technology , Transportation & Logistics, Stockholm 



TRIMODAL EUROPE B.V.. 
 

Trimodal Europe BV has been established in 1995. 
The neutral railspecialisation attracted soon new customers, as a 
result of which we are now shipping gasses, liquids and dry bulkpro-
ducts (powder and granulates). Our sistercompany, the within 1998 
launched Trimodal Europe GmbH , is specialised in the transporta-
tion of agricultural products and projectloads by train.  
 
The name 'Trimodal' has not been chosen at will; the three modali-
ties (water, rail and road) are being optimally used by Trimodal 
Europe BV. Conventional loads are for example shipped partly by 
barge and partly by train on behalf of customers in Germany and 
France. Besides short-sea lines, Trimodal Europe BV has been en-
gaged since 2000 with deep-sea lines between Europe and America, 
this in co-operation with the partner in Chicago (USA).  
 
In the same year, we invested in our own 20' bulkcontainers. This 
container can be equipped with single-trip disposable polythene lin-
ers to transport powder and granulates in bulk. After discharging, the 
liner is removed and the container can be used again for palletised 
loads. And naturally the different modalities are used optimally during 
the shipment. The success is shown by the figures; did we start with 
200 containers pro year, momentary we ship shippers owned and 
liner owned containers minimum quantity in one month!  
 
 
Trimodal Europe NVOCC BV has been established on 
January 1st, 2002.  
NVOCC, a Non Vessel Owing Cargo Carrier, is a special-
ist on the field of sea expedition and dry bulk. Trimodal 
Europe BV has specialised itself on the field of rail expe-
dition. Since both companies are a part of the Trimodal 
Europe Group, you as customer still benefit from the best 
combination of modalities!  
Turnover Euro 4.000.000,00 in 2005 and fast growing. 
Trimodal Europe NROCC BV has been established on 
January 1st 2006 NROCC, a Non Rail owing cargo car-
rier, is a specialist on the field as rail operator. From 21-
1-2006 we run our own shuttle train from Lyon to Rotterdam v.v. (see picture). On the request of our clients we 
will hope to start new shuttles in 2007. Trimodal Europe NROCC BV is supporting the Ferrmed corridor North-
South and the ideas for longer and heavier fast trains. With our creative solutions we started the project reefer 
on rail  ( 22-09-2006 – see picture 2) and hope to start trailers on train in 2007.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to know better each other, you will find at this place the presentation of three our Members in each number of  
FERRMED NEWS. Today, we introduce to you: TRIMODAL EUROPE B.V., SEAT and DUISBURGER HAFEN 
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F E R R M E D  M E M B E R S  F E R R M E D  M E M B E R S  --  P P R E S E N TA T I O NR E S E N TA T I O N   



General Secretariat 
Rue de Trèves, 49 boîte 7,  
B-1040 Brussels 
Belgique 

SEAT 
 

La importancia estrategica del ferrocarril para SEAT. ¿Por qué FERRMED? . 
 
Las características propias de la industria del automóvil, con grandes movimientos de mercancías, tanto de 
componentes como de producto acabado, hacen concebir al ferrocarril como un elemento estratégico dentro 
de su logística. Prueba de ello, en el caso de SEAT, es que la cuota del ferrocarril en el transporte de coches 
acabados alcanzo el 30% de unidades en el año 2005. Lamentablemente en el año 2006, a cierre de Agosto, 
esta cuota se ha reducido al 25%.  
 

En el encabezado de este articulo hemos utilizado la expresión “¿Por qué FERRMED?”. Para responder a ella 
tenemos que desglosar la cuota de transporte ferroviario en SEAT, diferenciando los trayectos con destino en 
España, de una relativa eficiencia, de aquellos cuyo destino se encuentra mas alla de nuestras fronteras.  
 

La cuota del ferrocarril en el transporte nacional alcanza casi el 45% de las unidades transportadas, sin embar-
go la cuota del ferrocarril en los tráficos de exportación ha caído del 28% al 16% en los últimos años.  
 

El crecimiento de los mercados situados al Este de 
Europa, acompañado por la estabilidad de los mer-
cados de Europa Occidental, aleja a SEAT, situada 
en la Península Ibérica, de los centros de consumo 
de automóviles. Este alejamiento tiene que ser com-
pensado por una Logística eficiente, que permita a 
nuestra marca mantener, e incluso mejorar, el nivel 
de servicio a nuestros importadores y clientes en 
todo el continente, para ello y considerando los vo-
lúmenes y las distancias el ferrocarril es un medio 
imprescindible.  
 

Si bien el uso del ferrocarril comporta asumir una 
serie de rigideces, compensadas por su capacidad 
de transporte, existen una serie de factores que 
disminuyen de forma notable su eficacia, y por tanto 
favorecen el uso de medios alternativos. Podríamos 
mencionar una amplia relación de dichos factores, 
pero vamos a limitarnos, de momento, a dos de los que consideramos mas relevantes:  
 

Preferencia de los pasajeros sobre las mercancías en una red europea comun: Esta preferencia da lugar a 
detenciones de los trenes de mercancías que originan perdidas de surcos, y por tanto perdida de hora-
rios e incertidumbre para los usuarios. En resumen, baja fiabilidad del ferrocarril 

 

Diferente ancho en la Península Ibérica respecto del resto de Europa: Ello da lugar no solo a una ruptura 
en el trayecto de origen a destino, sino también crea una restricción, técnicamente obligada, de acceso 
al sistema ferroviario peninsular para los operadores europeos que trabajan con ancho UIC.  

 

La Asociación FERRMED agrupa a empresas y entidades que mantienen unos intereses y una problemática 
común en el uso del ferrocarril, y persigue la puesta en marcha de un Eje Ferroviario que, entre otras cosas 
eliminaría los dos factores de ineficacia mencionados.   
 

Por otra parte, el Eje FERRMED es de interés para SEAT en tanto que facilitaría el acceso eficaz y eficiente de 
nuestros productos tanto a los mercados de Europa Central como también, por sus conexiones con otros co-
rredores ferroviarios, hacia el Este de Europa.  
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DUISBURGER HAFEN 
 

TEU throughput 2005:712,000 (+17%) 
The Port of Duisburg (Duisport) is Germany’s third largest container port after Hamburg and Bremerhaven and for the 
Port and its parent company Duisport Group, 2005 was the most successful year ever with container throughput 
increasing by 17% to a record total of 712,000 TEU, confirming Duisburg as the world’s largest inland container port. 
 

Container cargo comprised the majority of the Port’s traffic. Whilst general cargo volume was up from 10.lm tons in 
2004 to 11.9m tons in 2005, coal and oil cargo decreased from 
12.3m tons to 1l.8m tons last year. 
With container volumes forecast to grow over the next few years, the 
DeCeTe, DUSS, RRT and DIT terminals are all undergoing invest-
ment in cranes, automated technology and extra tracks, to optimise 
and increase current container handling capacities. By the end of 
2006, Duisport will operate a total surface area of 50 ha and 13 
cranes at its four container terminals. The Port of Duisburg is to in-
vest heavily in its combined transportation infrastructure, and in the 
expansion of the railway and container terminal infrastructure in par-
ticular. Erich Staake, Duisburger Hafen’s CEO, said, "The amount of 
money spent by the combined transportation investment schedule 
from 2000 to 2008 will amount to 110 million Euro”. 
In addition, construction of the new Antwerp Gateway Container 
Terminal began in August 2005 in which Duisburger Hafen AG holds 
a 7.5% interest and which was formally opened on July 6, 2005. The 
new facility features special cranes for the transfer of containers to 
barges and a rail modul on the container yard. It is an important 
investment for Duisburg as it is the first made by an inland port in a seaport terminal that will help to shift international 
cargo flows to Duisburg thus demonstrating the importance of Duisburg as a hinterland hub for the sea ports,” said 
Erich Staake. 
 

Duisport has become a major railroad hub. Over 300 trains connect Duisburg each week with all economic centers 
in Europe. The number of railroad lines is increasing fast. Last year, some ten new railroad services were added 
including trains to Istanbul (Turkey), Malmö (Sweden), Prague (Czech Republic), Budapest (Hungary), Novara (Italy) 
and Copenhagen (Denmark). Further lines to the Ports of Antwerp and Zeebrugge have just been started end of May 
2006. For the future, the port is also to become involved in the JadeWeserPort project in order to establish an impor-
tant rail-link with Wilhelmshaven’s planned deepsea facility.  
Furthermore, some 120 shipping lines are operated in Duisburg. They connect the city on the Rhine with over 100 
ports. A regular barge shuttle service was for example recently set up between the DIT terminal and the CERES 
Terminal in the Port of Amsterdam. “Conditions for further growth are excellent,” concluded Chief Executive Officer 
Staake. 
 

Finally, the reason why we have joined the FERRMED organization is to widen out our relations to the northern corri-
dor (Scandinavia), the Iberian peninsula and to the East of Europe (EU-Enlargement is here the keynote). On the 
other hand we do think that Duisport and its combined transportation network fits into FERRMED. Over 300 depar-
tures per week ensure that cargo can be carried by train to any major industrial region of the continent. The expan-
sion of transportation networks is continuing. During the last two years, for instance, some 20 new combined rail 
transportation links were set up by various operators in Duisburg. Reasons for this upward trend include successful 
positioning of the Port of Duisburg as a transportation and logistics hub with high local demand and numerous local 
logistics players and Duisburg’s gateway function between the sea ports and inland destinations. 
To conclude, it’s a classical win-win situation for both, FERRMED and Duisport. 

Phone: +32 2 230 59 50 
Fax: +32 2 230 70 35 
Email: ferrmed@ferrmed.com 

For more information, 
please consult: 

www.ferrmed.com 
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